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NOVEMBER 2015 PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
 

 
EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN NOVEMBER 2015 
 
November 3, 2015: Primary Parent Information Meeting – Discipline 
November 4, 2015: “Four Directions” Native American dancer 
November 11, 2015: Veterans’ Day.  No school, no daycare. 
November 12 - 14, 2015: Parent-Teacher conferences for returning students.  No school. Daycare 
only for Full Day students. 
November 16, 2015: Diwali celebration 
November 19, 2015: North America Immersion Day 
November 25, 2015: Thanksgiving feast.  Minimum day.  School ends at 12:00 noon. 
November 26 and 27, 2015: Thanksgiving holiday.  No school, no daycare. 
 
 

REBECCA KEITH, Ed.D. -- RECIPIENT 
OF “WISDOM OF THE ELDERS” AWARD 

 
Head-of-School, Rebecca 
Keith, Ed.D., is a proud 
recipient of the “Wisdom of 
the Elders” award.  This 
award is given by the 
Montessori Accreditation 
Council for Teacher 
Education (MACTE) to 
distinguished Montessori 
educators in recognition of 

a lifetime of dedicated, heartfelt service to 
Montessori education. Recipients are unique 
individuals whose life's work has been devoted 
to preparing teachers, to teaching children, 
and to strengthening the institutions that 
serve the Montessori community both in the 
U.S. and around the world.  
 
Rebecca will be acknowledged for her lifetime 
of service to the Montessori community at the 
MACTE Symposium in Virginia in December. 
 
We are very proud of the work that Rebecca 
has done to further Montessori education in 
the greater community. 
 
 
 

 

PARENT INFORMATION MEETING 
 

Our next Parent 
Information meeting will 
be on Tuesday, 
November 3rd from 3:30 
pm to 4:30 pm.  The 
topic will be “Discipline, 
Montessori Style.” 
 

Discipline can be a touchy subject.  For many 
people, it suggests punishment of some sort.  
Montessorians look at it as a process by which 
children can develop the self discipline they 
need to act appropriately around others and 
fulfill their own needs.  We will examine some 
techniques that can help us help our children 
develop these skills.  
 
For those interested, there is a sign-up sheet 
on the Primary bulletin board in the lobby.  
We need a minimum of 8 people for the 
meeting to occur.   
 
Daycare will be available for $15 per child per 
hour. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FUTURE PARENT INFORMATION MEETINGS 

 
We were pleased to see such a 
good turnout for our first 
parent information meeting 
this year.  We hope you got 
valuable information on how 
to "Montessori-ize" your home 

to help your child gain independence and self-
confidence.  
 
Please mark your calendars for the upcoming 
meetings this year.  Note that all meetings are 
held from 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm. 
 
January 5th, 2016 – Peace Curriculum 
January (TBD) – Montessori Elementary 
February 25th, 2016 – Fostering Independence 
April 19th, 2016 – Music and the Mathematical Mind 
May 26th, 2016 – Open Forum 
 
 

FOUR DIRECTIONS AMERICAN INDIAN DANCE 

 
On Wednesday, 
November 4th, we will 
enjoy “Dances from the 
American Plains” as part 
of our study of North 
America. 

 
Native dancing and music represent a beautiful 
expression of Native American heritage.  It is one of 
the most meaningful ways in which such heritage is 
presented to contemporary society, Indian and non-
Indian alike.  Every song, dance and gesture 
illustrates a part of Native American heritage as a 
people with roots in the distant past.  Through the 
singing, dancing, drumming, and colorful regalia, 
the spiritual and symbolic aspects of humanity are 
reenacted.  Although many of the dances are social, 
they are also steeped in spiritual significance. 

 
 

VETERANS’ DAY 
 
The school will be closed on 
Wednesday, November 11th, to 
honor Veteran’s Day.  There will be 
no school and no daycare. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 

All parents are required to 
attend two parent-teacher 
conferences each year.  
Thursday and Friday, 
November 12th and 13th 

will be parent-teacher conference days for 
returning students.  Primary 3 will also have 
conferences on Saturday, November 14th.  
New parents already had their initial 
conferences in October.  
 
Sign-up sheets are posted next to your 
classroom door.  Please be sure to sign-up!   
 
All parents should note: 
There will be no school on Thursday and 
Friday, November 12th and 13th.  Daycare is 
only provided for the Full Day students as 
part of their program. 
 
We do have room for some additional children 
in daycare.  If you are interested, please sign-
up on the sheet posted on the Primary bulletin 
board.  The fee is $93 per child/day.  This 
charge will appear on your next statement. 
 
Since we encourage both parents to attend 
their conferences, you are welcome to bring 
your child and s/he may visit with the daycare 
children during your conference for no charge. 
 

 
DIWALI  

 
We will be celebrating 
the Indian festival 
Diwali on Monday, 
November 16th. This is 
the first of several 
“Festivals of Light” 
which we will be 

acknowledging this year.  
 

Diwali comes from the 
Sanskrit word Dipawali which 
translates as “row of lights”.  
Festivities begin with the 
lighting of lamps on the night 
of the new moon in the month 
of Kartika (October-
November).  The celebration 

throughout the country continues for at least 
two or three days.  In some areas it may last 



as many as ten days.  It also marks the end of 
autumn and the beginning of the winter 
season in India.   
 
The origins of Diwali are obscured in folklore 
and legend.  Some say it commemorates the 
return of Rama and his bride, Sita, to his 
throne at Ayodhya after a fourteen-year exile.   
Others believe it marks Krishna’s destruction 
of Narakasura, the demon of filth.  Still others 
trace its beginnings to the freeing of Lakshmi, 
the goddess of wealth, from prison in the 
Nether World.  In Bengal, some interpret it as 
a time to honor the goddess Kali. 
 

In any case, every household 
marks the occasion by 
illuminating interiors, courtyards, 
outer walls, roofs, gates and 
gardens with lights, as if to show 
the way for any or all of these 

mythic travelers.   
 
Traditionally, the lights were 
tiny lamps called dipas.  
Though many people 
continue to make dipas, 
candles and electric lights are 
also used.  Homes are 
cleaned from top to bottom 
and decorated with garlands 
of brightly colored flowers.   
 
Birds and flower designs called kolams or 
rangoli are made with colored rice flour on the 
doorsteps.  People dress in their finest clothes, 
have wonderful feasts and visit friends and 
relatives.  In the evening, prayers and 
offerings are given at the family altar and the 
lamps are lit. 
 
Our Indian families are putting together 
wonderful entertainment for the children’s 
enjoyment at both campuses and will also 
help us create rangoli and paint mehndi on 
the children’s hands.  Dancers from the 
Chitresh Das group will also perform for the 
children. 
 
The children will enjoy a small taste of Indian 
food, but please note that this is not a 
complete lunch, so it is important that if your 
child stays after 12:00 pm, that you send a 
lunch on this day. 
 

 

NORTH AMERICA STUDIES 
 
During the month of November, 
we will be working with materials 
related to the continent of North 
America.  We encourage you to 
engage your children in 
conversation, reading, and doing 

cultural activities related to North America 
and the countries associated with it.  These 
include Greenland, Canada, United States of 
America, Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Panama, Cuba, Jamaica, Bahamas, 
Dominican Republic, Haiti and Puerto Rico. 
 
Looking at maps, eating new foods, listening 
to music, and discussing plants and animals 
from these countries will create a better 
understanding of what makes this continent 
unique. 
 
A reading list of relevant books is available for 
you to source at your local library.  Please see 
the office if you are interested. 
 
 
NORTH AMERICA IMMERSION DAY 

 
On Thursday, November 19th, 
we will have our North America 
Immersion Day. 
 
The following parents have 
already signed up to present to 

the children: 
Joahnna Hutchison 
Tricia Morales 
Tracy Patel 
 
Please contact your child’s teacher as soon as 
possible to confirm your availability.  We 
would also appreciate assistance anyone may 
be able to offer with Native American food, 
recipes, artifacts, pictures or slides. 
 

 
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

 
We will be celebrating 
Thanksgiving at school on 
Wednesday, November 25th.  
Each year the children prepare 
all the food necessary for the 
feast.   
 



We also need parents to boil/mash potatoes 
and boil corn; please sign-up to help on the 
sign-up sheets posted on the Primary bulletin 
board. 
 
Children need to BRING AN APRON ON 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24th, so that they 
may help cook. Please label aprons 
accordingly.   
 
Half day children will also be helping to 
prepare food and are welcome to stay for the 
celebration on Wednesday, which will begin at 
11:00 am.  Parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend, as well. Children will 
not need to bring lunch on that day! 
 
Wednesday is a minimum day.  School ends 
at 12:00 pm.  School will be closed 
Thursday and Friday November 26th and 
27th.  There will be no daycare. 

 
 
CLASSROOM WISH LISTS 

 
Each classroom, including the 
outdoor environment, has a wish 
list posted on their bulletin 
board.  If you would like to 

donate something in honor of your child’s 
birthday, a holiday, or “just because,” please 
check the wish list first.  Any donations are 
greatly appreciated!!! 

 
 
ANNUAL DONATIONS 

 
Families are required to donate 
$500 per school year.  If you 
would like to claim any portion 
of your annual donation on 
your 2015 tax return, we must 

receive it before December 17th, 2015.  Should 
you wish to donate in 2016, a minimum of 
$250 is due by January 31st, 2016.  The 
remaining amount can be donated any time 
before the end of May 2016. 
 
 

HELP KEEP OUR CLASSES FULL – 
WRITE A REVIEW 
 

The majority of our 
new enrollments come 
from parent referrals 
and Internet 

recommendations/listings, so you play a 
critical role in maintaining our enrollment. 
 
Please take the time to offer one positive 
review about your experience at One World at 
one or more of the following websites: 
 

www.greatschools.org 
www.yelp.com 
www.insiderpages.com 
www.yellowpages.com 
www.schooldigger.com 

 

 
FOR SMALL HANDS FUNDRAISER 
 

Designed to encourage and support young 
children at home, For Small Hands was 
created by a teacher at the request of other 
teachers. This family resource catalog is filled 
with hundreds of age-appropriate, child-sized 
items that encourage independence, creativity, 
and problem-solving, and it offers an 
opportunity to support One World obtain 
needed classroom materials, should you 
choose to place an order.  Catalogs will be 
distributed in your cubby/hanging file in the 
next few days. 
 
One World will receive 10% in merchandise 
credit of any individual order over $25 if our 
school ID number, 116284, is provided when 
orders are placed. This special promotion ends 
on December 31st, but we recommend you 
place orders by December 7th to guarantee 
holiday delivery if you are ordering gifts.  
 
 
PENNIES FOR PEACE UPDATE 

 
In conjunction with our 
International Day of Peace 
observance in September, 
the Foxworthy campus is 
pleased to have collected 
$59.60 for Pennies for 
Peace™, a service-learning 
program of Central Asia 

Institute (CAI). CAI provides community-based 
education in Pakistan, Tajikistan, and 
Afghanistan, and supports education and 
schools for girls and young women. 



Here in the US, a few pennies aren't much. 
But in these countries, a few pennies can give 
a girl the opportunity to buy supplies to 
attend school. We are proud to support 
organizations that help educate children of 
impoverished communities so that they have 
hope for a better future. 
 

 
VOLUNTEER HOURS 
 
This is a reminder that each family is required 
to volunteer 15 hours per school year or opt-
out for $15 per hour. It is your responsibility 
to submit the “Volunteer Hours” form signed 
by a teacher to the office.  Forms are available 
in the lobby.  If you helped during the United 
Nations Day celebration, make sure to turn in 
your form as soon as possible. 
 
 
SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  

 
We will once again 
participate in the food 
drive sponsored by the 
Second Harvest Food 

Bank.  We will collect food from Tuesday, 
November 3rd – Wednesday, December 9th.  
All kinds of non-perishable foods are welcome 
(powered milk, peanut butter, canned meat, 
tuna, cereals, soups, meals in a can (stew or 
chili), canned fruits in natural juices, 100% 
fruit juices, canned foods with pop-top lids).  
For your convenience, Safeway offers $10 pre-
packed grocery bags of non-perishable items 
that you could purchase and place in the bins. 
Please get your children involved in helping 
those less fortunate.  We are committed to 
helping our community’s hungry families 
during this holiday season.   
 
Second Harvest also offers a Virtual Food 
Drive for those who cannot go shopping or 
carry heavy things. To donate through the 
Virtual Food Drive, go to: 
https://www.shfb.org/donateonline 
 
Thank you for forwarding this information to 
anybody you can think of who might be  
interested in participating in a virtual food 
drive. 
 
 
 
 

MISSING CROCS 
 
Natalie Gannavarum in Primary 
4 is missing a pair of purple 
crocs.  They are marked with her 
name “Natalie” on the side. 
Would you please check your 

child’s belongings to see if the crocs 
accidentally went to your home?  If so, you 
may return them to the office. 
 
 
A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
 

 
 
A very special thank you goes to Marta 
Buchanan for organizing and heading the 
entire UN Day potluck and to Laura Duran, 
Diana Kuai and Amit Patel for heading the set-
up, serving and clean-up committees.  It was 
an incredible team effort!!!!!!! We couldn’t have 
done it without you!!   
 

 
 

SJ Phillips, Laura Duran, Marta Buchanan, Diana Kuai.  Missing 
from picture: Amit Patel, who was busy cleaning, we are sure! 

 
 
Cabrillo 
Thank you to Anna Fastenko for being our UN 
Day Coordinator and to Ivana Lukacova for 
heading the clean-up committee. 
 
Thank you to: 

- Humera Altintas for her presentation 
on EID AL ADHA and for donating a 
screen for the Cabrillo campus. 

- The Buck family for their donation in 
honor of Harper’s graduation which 
went towards a new easel. 



- All the parents who donated cash 
toward the purchase of our brand new 
bass xylophones. The kids love them! 

- Holly Brown for fixing and painting the 
playground picnic table. 

- Suma Bokka-Duvvuri, Nimmy Kovvali-
Gopalakrishna and Hi Vu for repainting 
Primary 2’s shelves in June. 

 
Foxworthy 
Thank you to: 

- all the parents who participated in our 
United Nations Day celebration by 
donating food, setting up, serving, and 
cleaning up, especially: Alvaro Chavez, 
TuAnh Do, Chandramouli Ganapathy, 
John Hanneman, Vijaysri 
Kuppuswamy, Brian Pavlick, Lu Pietri, 
Ramesh Sadashiv and Yukiko Ramirez.  
We apologize if we forgot to mention 
everyone – your hard work does not go 
unnoticed!! 

- Marta Buchanan, Lisa Bolger and 
Laura Duran for washing our table 
cloths and table runners. 

- all the families who donated goodies for 
the Halloween treat bags. 

- Anne Eftimie for donating the 
envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER PREVIEW 
 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015: Graduate field 
trip to enjoy a performance of the San 
Francisco Symphony. 
 
Saturday, December 12, 2015: Primary 
winter performance 
 
TBD: Hannukah acknowledged. 
 
Friday, December 18, 2015: Christmas 
acknowledged.  Holiday meal.  Minimum day.  
School ends at 12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
 
December 21, 2015 to January 1, 2016: 
Winter break.  No school.  No daycare.  School 
will resume Monday, January 4, 2016. 


