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DECEMBER 2015 PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
 
 
EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN DECEMBER 2015 
 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015: The graduates will go to Davies Symphony Hall to enjoy a 
performance of the San Francisco Symphony. 
Monday, December 7, 2015: Hanukkah acknowledged 
Saturday, December 12, 2015: Holiday performance 
Friday, December 18, 2015: Last day of school before the winter break.  Minimum day.  School 
ends at 12:00 pm.  No school and no daycare. 
Monday, December 21, 2015 through Friday, January 1, 2016: Winter break. No school, no 
daycare. 
 
 

 
 
 

GRADUATE FIELD TRIP 
 

On Tuesday, December 
1st, the graduates will go 
to Davies Symphony Hall 
in San Francisco to enjoy 
“Making Music!” -- a 
performance of the San 
Francisco Symphony. 

 
“Making Music!” is part of Concerts for Kids, a 
series of concerts for school-aged children 
designed as educational tools to develop 
students' understanding and appreciation of 
symphonic music. These engaging 
performances introduce students to musical 
concepts and ideas through a unifying theme, 
lending themselves to interdisciplinary 
exploration and integration with core 
classroom curriculum. 
 
The bus will leave the Foxworthy campus 
promptly at 8:00 am.  Please be sure to 
arrive to school before this time so that your  
child may participate.   
 
The children will go to a restaurant afterward 
to enjoy an early lunch together; your January  

 
 
Smart Tuition bill will include a $11.50 charge 
for this lunch. 
 
As this is a special holiday show, your 
children are welcome to come to school in 
their holiday attire. We expect to arrive back 
at school before 3:00 pm. 
 
 
HANUKKAH 

 
Hanukkah will be acknowledged 
on Monday, December 7th.  We 
will prepare latkes with apple 
sauce for all the children to enjoy. 
 

 
 
HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE 
 

On Saturday, December 12th, we 
will have our annual holiday 
performance. This year’s program 
presents different Festivals of 
Light from around the world.  

 
The children should come 
to school dressed in their 
costumes by 9:30 am.  
The show will start at 
10:30 am and last about 
60 minutes.   
 



Refreshments will be served in the fellowship 
hall immediately following the show. Please 
make sure that no food or drink is brought 
into the auditorium. 
 
Please watch your e-mail for additional 
information and reminders about the 
performance as the date approaches. 
 
We will need a few parents to help remove the 
stage extension after the performance. 
 
There will be no videotaping allowed during 
the event.  If you wish to purchase a DVD of 
the performance, you need to preorder it.  
Order forms will be distributed in each 
student’s hanging folder and more are 
available in the office.  Order forms and 
payment must be turned in to the office by 
Thursday, December 10th.  DVDs will not be 
sold after the performance. 
 
 
HOLIDAY PARTY 

 
On Friday, December 18th, 
the last day of school before 
the winter break, we will 
acknowledge Christmas 
with a special holiday meal. 

Parents do not need to send a lunch to school 
that day.  We will need parent volunteers to 
help clean-up from 12:00 to 1:00 pm. 
 
This is also a minimum day.  School ends at 
12:00 pm and there will be no daycare except 
for those staying to help clean up. 
 
 
WINTER BREAK 

 
Winter break will be from 
Monday, December 21st – 
Friday, January 1st.  Please 
note that there will be no 
school and no daycare during 
these days.  School will 

resume on Monday, January 4th, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT IMPROVEMENTS 
 

We are excited 
to announce 
that during our 
Thanksgiving 
break, we will 
break ground on 

a completely revamped playground and 
outdoor classroom.  We expect to complete the 
project by the end of February 2016.  
 
We posted the plan in the lobby above the 
parent folders.  Some of the improvements 
include: 

- new lawn and drought-tolerant 
landscaping 

- labyrinth/obstacle course 
- added climbing and balancing 

structures, including tree logs, balance 
beam and tires 

- new drinking fountain and green house 
- enlarged deck 
- music area with drum and music wall 

 
This project 
would not be 
possible without 
the generous 
donations from 
Benton Street 
Photography, 
Joahnna and Guy 
Hutchison, An Vo and Alok Gulati and Cute 
Moments Photography.  We will be forever 
grateful for your contributions.  We would also 
like to thank Encarna Buendia for designing 
the space and managing its completion.   
 
If you are interested in donating to this 
project, you may drop off your check to the 
office.  Any contribution is greatly appreciated.  
 
 
REMINDER ABOUT SIGNING IN/OUT 
 
As you use the keypads to sign your child(ren) 
in/out each day, please look at the screen on 
the keypad to verify that your child’s name 
appears before pressing the “OK” button.  It is 
very easy to transpose some numbers in your 
PIN and accidentally sign in or out another 
child if you are in a hurry and not looking at 
the keypad’s display. 
 
 



SAFETY AND SUPERVISION IN THE LOBBY 
 

Please do not allow your 
children to climb the shelves in 
the lobby and play with the 
keypad.  The keypad should be 
used by adults only. Children 
may check themselves in and 

out on the checklist, but must be supervised 
by you if allowed to do this. 

Also, we want our building to remain secure 
so that we keep everyone safe.  Please do not 
hold the door open for someone unless you 
recognize him/her as a parent of a child at 
school.  If you see someone knocking on the 
door, feel free to get a staff member; do not 
open the door yourself. 
 
 
REMINDER ABOUT CLOTHING 

 
As stated in your parent 
handbook, we do not allow 
clothing (including shoes, 
slippers, underwear) and lunch 
boxes with cartoon characters.  
We want to avoid the unnecessary 

commercialism in school.  We appreciate your 
children coming to school in clothing that 
does not have these characters on them. 
 
Please also refrain from sending your children 
to school with shoes or slippers that light-up, 
as these are distractions to the children. 
 
 
VOLUNTEER HOURS 

 
Please remember to turn in a 
volunteer hours slip if you helped 
at any of our recent events -- 
United Nations Day, Halloween, 
Diwali, or Thanksgiving. Forms are 
available in the lobby; please 
complete the form, have one of 

your child’s teachers sign it, and turn it into 
the office. 
 
 
DONATIONS DUE 

 
We would like to thank those of 
you who have already turned in 
your annual donations; your 
support is wonderful and vital!  If 

you have not yet made your yearly $500 
donation, we want to remind you that this 
year, we would greatly appreciate receiving all 
or at least half of the total donation by 
December 17th if at all possible.  Increasing 
our cash flow at this time is a high priority for 
us. Thank you in advance for your 
assistance.  
 
Don’t forget that many companies offer 
matching donations.  Please check with your 
employer and submit your match request to 
make your donation dollars reach farther! 
 
 
SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR UPDATE 

 
We provided you with an 
updated school year 
calendar after school 
started in September.  
Please be sure to familiarize 
yourself with the calendar, 

as some dates have changed since the original 
one was published.  Hard copies of the 
calendar are available in the lobby.  The 
current calendar is also always available on 
our web site (under the “Parent Corner”). 
 
 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT RESCHEDULED 

 
The Family Fun Night 
fundraiser (originally 
scheduled for January 
29th) has been 

rescheduled to May.  We are planning an 
exciting evening of entertainment for the 
whole family and will share the details with 
you as soon as we have them. 
 
 
FRIDAY PIZZA 

We would like to remind you that we 
place our pizza order every Friday at 

9:30 am.  We cannot guarantee 
that we will have any extra slices 

if you order after 9:30 am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



VIDEO OF THE UN DAY CELEBRATION 
 
If you took a video of our 
beautiful United Nations Day 
celebration and are willing to 
share with other parents, 
please let the office know. 

 
 
UNCLAIMED CONTAINERS FROM UN DAY 
 

We still have a few unclaimed containers from 
the UN Day potluck.  If you are missing 
something, please contact the office 
immediately.  If these items are not claimed by 
December 1st, we will donate them to 
Goodwill. 
 
 
REMINDER: FOR SMALL HANDS 
FUNDRAISER 
 

Designed to encourage and support young 
children at home, For Small Hands was 
created by a teacher at the request of other 
teachers. This family resource catalog is filled 
with hundreds of age-appropriate, child-sized 
items that encourage independence, creativity, 
and problem-solving, and it offers an 
opportunity to support One World obtain 
needed classroom materials, should you 
choose to place an order.  Catalogs have been 
distributed in your cubby/hanging file. 
 
One World will receive 10% in merchandise 
credit of any individual order over $25 if our 
school ID number, 116284, is provided when 
orders are placed. This special promotion ends 
on December 31st, but we recommend you 
place orders by December 7th to guarantee 
holiday delivery if you are ordering gifts.  
 
 
SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  

 
We are once again 
participating in the food 
drive sponsored by the 
Second Harvest Food Bank.  

We are collecting food through December 9th.  
All kinds of non-perishable foods are welcome 
(powered milk, peanut butter, canned meat, 

tuna, cereals, soups, meals in a can (stew or 
chili), canned fruits in natural juices, 100% 
fruit juices, canned foods with pop-top lids).  
For your convenience, Safeway offers $10 pre-
packed grocery bags of non-perishable items 
that you could purchase and place in the bins. 
Please get your children involved in helping 
those less fortunate.  We are committed to 
helping our community’s hungry families 
during this holiday season.   
 
Second Harvest also offers a Virtual Food 
Drive for those who cannot go shopping or 
carry heavy things. To donate through the 
Virtual Food Drive, go to: 
https://www.shfb.org/donateonline 
 
Thank you for forwarding this information to 
anybody you can think of who might be 
interested in participating in a virtual food 
drive. 
 
 
HELP SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL WHILE 
YOU SHOP 

 
As you shop for holiday gifts, 
please consider shopping with 
the merchants listed below.  
One World receives a 
percentage of any designated 
purchases. 
 
 

Greenraising 
Shop at 
http://www.greenraising.com/index.aspx?AFI
D=2064 and earn money for One World 
Montessori.  Our school will get 25% of all 
purchases made on greenraising.com now and 
throughout the year. 
 
Greenraising offers a wide variety of 
interesting and unusual eco-friendly and fair 
trade items that will help your family to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle and make a positive 
impact on the world. 
  
Target 

When you register your Target 
REDcard at Target’s Take Charge of 
Education website, and designate 
One World Montessori as the 
recipient, Target will donate 1% of 

your purchases made with your store card to 
the school.  For more information and to 



enroll, visit their Take Charge of Education 
site at http://www.target.com/tcoe  or call 1-
800-316-6142. 
  
Amazon 

Please use the link on our 
homepage to order any item 
from the Amazon.com web 

site. One World Montessori receives 5% of any 
purchase made through this link and 15% of 
the purchase of some Montessori books. 
 
If you also designate “One World Montessori, 
San Jose” as your charity through the Amazon 
Smile program, we will receive an additional 
.5% of your purchase. 
 
 
REDUCING WRAPPING PAPER WASTE 
 
During the winter holidays (roughly from 
Thanksgiving to New Year's Day), Americans 
generate an additional five million tons of 
trash, four million of which is wrapping paper 
and shopping bags.  Here are some ideas for 
reducing your waste during this time: 

Recycle Your Own Packaging: Reuse paper, 
boxes, gift bags, ribbons, and bows.  You can 
also repurpose other colorful paper items—
think comics pages, takeout menus, maps, old 
drawings and photocopies, pages from 
coloring books or old calendar pages.  You can 
also decorate brown paper bags or the back of 
birthday gift wrap. 

Use Biodegradable or Sustainable Wrapping 
Paper: Biodegradable paper is made to break 
down easily in landfills, but it can also be 
composted.  Sustainable wrapping paper is 
made from non-tree sources such as bamboo 
or hemp that can be grown easily and have a 
low impact on the environment. 

Wrap Gifts in Another Gift: Sweatshirts or 
sweaters, backpacks, blankets, towels, 
aprons, even the reusable cloth bags from the 
grocery store are all good options. 

Wrap Gifts in Fabric: Either wrap a gift in a 
large piece of fabric to be reused by 
a crafty person, or make or 
purchase reusable fabric gift bags to 
hold gifts. A holiday dish towel also 
makes a great gift wrap. 

 

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

 
 
 
Cabrillo 
 
Thank you to Chaula Sampat for helping with 
the holiday project preparation. 
 
Thank you to Aarti Sundaresan for 
coordinating our Diwali event.  It was 
amazing! Thank you to Ferhana Topiwala, 
Petra Borojevic, Vaishnavi Bommaganti, 
Pooja Patel, Urmila Vudali, Phani 
Ramachandran, Sushma Silva, Vrushali 
Vardhan, Nimmi Gopalakrishna, Divya 
Kumar, Gayathiri Ram, Maytrayee Shah, 
Sampurna Goswami, Hiral Shah, Rekha Shah, 
Rekha Agrawal, Shaf Presswala, Chaula 
Sampat and Ruchi Mehra for making our 
Diwali celebration such a joyful and enjoyable 
event. 
 
Thank you to the Mehra, Vu and Chao 
families for their donation in honor of Suhani, 
Aaron and Avery’s birthdays.  These donations 
will go toward the new shelves we are 
planning to order for Primary II. 
 
 
Foxworthy 
 
Thank you to Laura Duran, Ina Heiderstaedt, 
Sandy Hemprich, Anthony and Michelle 
Hensley, Kristina and Scott Hannan and 
Kristina’s sister Morgan, Demetria Machado, 
Tricia Morales, Pooja Shrestha, former student 
Sami Taylor and Priya Varghese for helping 
during our Halloween party. 
 
Thank you to Carolyn Green for her donation 
of paint brushes and to Karl and Jennifer Hsu 
for shopping for the food for our Thanksgiving 
feast. 
 
Thanks to Tricia Morales, Tracy Patel, and 
Jake and Dorothy Poetker for their 
presentations during North American 
Immersion Day. 
 
Thank you to Annapurna Devagiri, Manali 
Joshi and Priya Varghese for helping during 



our Diwali event and to Manali Joshi for 
organizing the food.  Thank you to the 
following families for donating food for our 
special meal: Badesha, Bisalehalli, D’sa, De 
Souza, Devagiri/Sadashiv, Joshi, 
Holehonnur/Radhakrishna, 
Khetawat/Tekriwal, Kota/Parameshwara, 
Kuppuswamy/Ganapathy, 
Neelakantan/Muthu, Puranam/Vedam, 
Sivaramakrishnan/Varadarajan Rajagopal 
and Varghese/Isaac. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
January Preview: 
 
January 4, 2016: Welcome back to school 
 
January 11, 2016:  Adaba Capoeira 
performance 
 
January 13, 2016: Parent Information 
Meeting: Peace Curriculum (rescheduled from 
January 5) 
 
January 15, 2016:  Minimum day.  School 
ends at 12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
 
January 18, 2016: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birthday.  No school, no daycare. 
 
January 19, 2016: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
presentation 
 
January 20, 2016: Visit from “For Goodness 
Snakes” 
 
January 21, 2016: South America Immersion 
Day 
 
TBD: Parent Information Meeting: Montessori 
Elementary 


