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JANUARY 2016 PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
 

EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN JANUARY 2016 
Monday, January 4th : Welcome back to school 
Monday, January 11th: Performance by Adaba Capoeira 
Tuesday, January 12th: Parent Information Meeting: Introduction to Elementary 
Wednesday, January 13th:  Peace lessons start 

Parent Information Meeting: Peace Curriculum 
Friday, January 15th:  Minimum day.  School ends at 12:00 noon.  No daycare. 
Monday, January 18th: Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.  No school. No daycare. 
Tuesday, January 19th: Performance by Diane Ferlatte to honor Martin Luther King Jr. 
Wednesday, January 20th: Visit from “For Goodness Snakes” 
Thursday, January 21st: South America Immersion Day  
 
 
 
WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL 
Monday, January 4, 2016 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2015 WISDOM OF THE ELDERS AWARD  
 
The Montessori 
Accreditation Council 
for Teacher Education 
has honored Rebecca 
Keith’s lifetime 
accomplishments in 
the Montessori 
community with the 
2015 Wisdom of the 
Elders award. This 
award recognizes 
Rebecca’s leadership 

and guidance throughout the Montessori 
community as an educator, writer, and 
innovator. She joins an illustrious group of 
Montessorians including Molly 
O’Shaughnessy, John Snyder, and several 
others.  Rebecca is profoundly grateful to be a 
part of Montessori and is touched by this 
acknowledgement.  
 
 
ABADA CAPOEIRA  

In support of our study of 
South America, on Monday, 
January 11th we will enjoy a 
Capoeira performance. 
 
CAPOEIRA (pronounced ka-
poo-eyh-da) is an Afro-
Brazilian martial art self-
defense form that 

incorporates acrobatics, dance, percussion, and 
songs in a rhythmic dialogue of body, mind, 
and spirit. It is a communal game in which two 
opponents play each other inside a circle, 
formed by the other players who create rhythm 
for the game by clapping, singing and playing 
traditional instruments. The two opponents 
compete with each other using Capoeira 
movements, camouflaging the self-defense 



 

kicks and moves with playful acrobatics and 
dance-like moves.  They spontaneously create 
strategy to fool their opponents and catch them 
off guard. 

 
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING: 
INTRODUCTION TO ELEMENTARY 

 
It is hard to believe that it 
is already time to 
consider enrollment in 
the elementary program 
for next year.  This is an 
important decision, so we 
urge you to do everything 

possible to learn about what we have to offer 
before making your final choice.  Jeanette 
Montoto will present an introduction to the 
Elementary program to the parents of 
graduating primary students. The meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, January 12th at 3:30 
pm at the Pearl campus (3635 Pearl 
Avenue). 
 
For those interested, there will be a sign-up 
sheet on the Primary bulletin board in the 
lobby. 
 
Daycare will be available at the Foxworthy 
campus for $15 per child per hour. 
 
We strongly encourage all parents of 
graduating children to attend!!   
 
 
PEACE LESSONS START 

On Wednesday, January 
13th, we will begin our 
Wednesday morning peace 
lesson. Every Wednesday, all 
children will need to be in the 
classroom in circle by 8:30 am, 

so please try to get here on time. If you arrive 
after the lesson has begun, your child(ren) 
may stay with a teacher outside the classroom 
until the lesson is over. 

Our Education for Peace Curriculum is a 
pragmatic, concrete way to prepare children 
for peaceful conflict resolution; it helps to 
create a more nurturing environment with 

more supportive, interdependent 
relationships. 
 
Our full Peace Curriculum, including songs, is 
available for purchase for $25.  We also invite 
you to this month’s parent information 
meeting, where we will discuss the purpose of 
these lessons and how we can help our 
children develop the social and emotional 
skills necessary for a peaceful existence. 
 
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING: 
PEACE CURRICULUM 

 
Our next Parent 
Information meeting will 
be on Wednesday, 
January 13th from 3:30 
pm to 4:30 pm.  The 
topic will be “Peace 
Curriculum.” 
 
The Peace Curriculum is 
a concrete practical way 

to help children talk about their thoughts, 
feelings, and needs; to express anger, sadness, 
frustration, and irritation in ways that others 
can listen to.  It helps children solve their 
disagreements and disputes in positive, 
respectful ways.  Rebecca will explain how and 
why this curriculum is implemented in our 
classrooms and how you can utilize it at 
home. 
 
For those interested, there will be a sign-up 
sheet on the Primary bulletin board in the 
lobby.  We need a minimum of 8 people for the 
meeting to occur.   
 
Daycare will be available for $15 per child per 
hour. 
 
 
MINIMUM DAY 

 
There will be a minimum day on 
Friday, January 15th.  School 
ends at 12:00 pm.  There will be 
no daycare in the afternoon, as 

there is a mandatory faculty meeting. 
 
 



 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.’S 
BIRTHDAY 

 
There will be no school or 
daycare on Monday, January 
18th, in honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr’.s birthday. 
 

 
 

 
DIANE FERLATTE – THE PROMISED 
LAND: THE DREAM OF A KING 

 
In honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., on 
Tuesday, January 19th we 
will enjoy a performance by 
Diane Ferlatte. 
 
Diane Ferlatte has wowed 
audiences across the globe 

from Austria to New Zealand. She has toured 
and performed internationally, and won many 
awards for her striking, stirring storytelling. 
Steeped in oral traditions and rich with cultural 
content, Diane Ferlatte’s programs are vibrant, 
engaging, and resonant.  
 
From "Jim Crow" to "This Land is Our Land," 
this program honors Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and his legacy with stories and songs from the 
Civil Rights Struggle, as well as stories that 
reflect the principles of Martin Luther King, J 

 
 
FOR GOODNESS SNAKES 
 

As part of our study of reptiles, 
we will enjoy a visit from “For 
Goodness Snakes” on 
Wednesday January 20th.  
The program allows the 
children to interact with and 
hold several kinds of reptiles. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTH AMERICA IMMERSION DAY 
 

South America Immersion Day 
will be observed on Thursday, 
January 21st.   
 
The following parents have already 
signed up to present to the 
children: 

-  Hermita Lazo-Samaniego (Peru) 
-  Gloria Maramba (Argentina) 

 
Please contact your child’s teacher as soon as 
possible to confirm your availability.  We 
would also appreciate assistance anyone may 
be able to offer with South American food, 
recipes, artifacts, pictures or slides. 
 
 
REMINDER ABOUT COURTYARD 
 
Please refrain from using the courtyard area 
after school.  This area is the property of the 
Central Church of Christ and is not included 
in our lease.  Although the church has been 
gracious enough to allow One World to use the 
courtyard for limited purposes at our special 
events, we do not have the authority to allow 
parents to congregate or allow children to play 
in this area after school. 
 
 
ONE WORLD MONTESSORI COOKBOOK 

 
We are very happy to 
introduce “Around ONE 
WORLD in 40 Recipes”, 
by One World Montessori 
families, a new great 
new way to help support 
our school and try new 
recipes!  

In this book, you will 
find recipes written by 

One World Montessori families who chose to 
share their favorite drinks, appetizers, main 
courses and desserts from their native 
countries. Just in time for holiday shopping; 
makes a great gift or memento from your 
child's days at OWM. All proceeds from the 
sale of this book go directly to One World 
Montessori School.  
 



 

This wonderful new collection of beloved 
family recipes is available at the online Blurb 
bookstore, where you can see a preview of the 
book and order your copies:  
 
http://www.blurb.com/b/6701583-around-
one-world-in-40-recipes  
 
Blurb ships books to many different countries, 
you may consider this option if you are 
thinking about sending a copy of the cookbook 
to your family or friends living abroad.  

Thank you for your support and to all the 
parents who were involved developing the 
book and submitting their recipes. We hope 
you will like it and enjoy cooking with your 
loved ones with this collection of recipes.  
 
 
REMINDER TO INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVELERS 
 

We would like to remind you that 
we are always looking for artifacts 
from all over the world to add to 
our cultural shelves.  If you are 

planning to travel internationally, 
please check with your child’s 
teacher to see if we need something 
from the country you will be 
visiting.  

 
 
TAX TIME IS COMING 

 

If you will need a recap statement 
for 2015, log into your Smart 
Tuition account.  The payment 
details for the 2015-2016 school 
year will show the amount paid 

from 8/1/15 through the current date.  Select 
“2014-2015” from the drop-down menu to see 
the amount paid from 1/1/15 through 
7/31/15. 

 
Our tax I.D. number is 94-2630042. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

 
 
 
FOXWORTHY 
 
Thank you to the Garg/Shrestha family for 
taking care of Mijo during winter break. 
 
Thanksgiving:   
Thanks to: 
- All the parents who helped prepare the food – 
Jatan Badesha, Michele Bielak, Emilie 
Cannard, TuAnh Do, Laura Duran, Sandy 
Hemprich, Michelle Hensley, Eva Horvath, 
Olimpia Kaniak, Diana Kuai, Hermita Lazo, 
Gloria Maramba, Tricia Morales, Tracy Patel, 
Brian Pavlick, Lu Pietri, Meera 
Sangaramoorthy, Pooja Shrestha, Montse 
Suarez, Pallavi Tekriwal, Anca Vladescu, An 
Vo, Grace Yu and Ping Zheng. 
 
- Josiah Slone and Joahnna Hutchison for 
cooking the turkeys. 
 
- Cole Nielsen-Cole for helping the graduates 
make the pumpkin pies. 
 
- The Hsu family for doing all the shopping. 
 
- All the parents who set-up the fellowship 
hall, served the food, cleaned-up after the 
feast, and washed the tablecloths, especially 
Lisa Bolger, Laura Duran, Michelle Hensley, 
Carl and Jennifer Hsu, Olimpia Kaniak, Tricia 
Morales, Amit Patel, Brian Pavlick, Dorothy 
Poetker and Pooja Shrestha. 

 
Please forgive us if we missed anyone – we 
would not be able to have such a special 
celebration without the help of all the parents. 
 
Holiday Performance:   
Thank you to the following 
individuals/families for their help with the 
holiday performance: 
- Cindy Withers for providing the 
accompaniment during the performance and 
practices. 
 
 



 

- all the families who donated treats for the 
reception. 
 
- all the parents who helped clean-up after the 
event. 

 
Please forgive us if we missed anyone – we 
would not be able to have such a special 
celebration without the help of all the parents.   
 
 
CABRILLO 
Thank you to: 
- Reinaldo Giudici for cutting the stools for the 
teachers. 
 
- Curtis Feng for the delicious coffee treats. 
 
- Flynn’s grandmother for the treats from 
China. 
 
- The Oldezki family for donating an Amazon 
gift card in honor of Jan’s birthday. 
 
- all the parents who helped with the chairs 
after the holiday program. 
 
- the Brown family for taking care of Randy 
during the winter break. 
 
- Lauren Rosenfeld for the Hanukkah 
presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY PREVIEW 
 
February 1, 2016: First day of the 2016-2017 
closed enrollment.   
 
February 10, 2016: Lunar New Year 
Celebration  
 
Parent Information Meeting.  Topic: Discipline 
Workshop – Part II 
 
February 15 - 16, 2016: Presidents’ Days.  
No school.  No daycare. 
 
February 17 - 19, 2016: No school.  Daycare 
for the Full Day students only. 
 
February 25, 2016: Parent Information 
Meeting.  Topic: Fostering Independence 
 
Gen Taiko (Japanese drummers) performance.   
 
February 26, 2016:  Minimum day.  School 
ends at 12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
 
February 29, 2016: Last day of the 2016-
2017 closed enrollment. 

 
 


