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October 2016 Primary Newsletter 
 
EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN OCTOBER 2016: 
October 3, 2016: Observance of Gandhi’s birthday.  No school.  No daycare. 
October 4, 2016: Primary 4 Picture Day 
October 5, 2016: Primary 3 Picture Day 
October 10, 2016: Columbus/Indigenous Peoples Day  
October 21, 2016: United Nations Day at the Foxworthy campus. Minimum day.  School ends 
at 12:00 noon.  No daycare. 
October 24, 2016: Parent-teacher conferences for new students.  No school.  Daycare for Full 
Day students. 
October 31, 2016: Halloween celebration 

 

GANDHI’S BIRTHDAY 
 

We will honor Gandhi’s birthday 
on Monday, October 3rd, 2016.  
There will be no school and no 
daycare.  Please take the time to 
discuss the idea of nonviolence 

as a solution with your family. 
 
 
PICTURE DAY 
 

Please note the dates when we will 
be taking school pictures.  You 
should have received an e-mail 
from our school photographer 
with further details.   

 
Families are required to make a deposit with 
the photographer if they want their 
child(ren)’s portrait taken on picture day.  
After the pictures are taken, they will be 
available online for you to review before 
making your purchase decision. 
 
 
 
 

The dates for picture day this year will be: 
 
Tuesday, October 4th  
Primary IV and siblings from 
Foxworthy/Pearl 
 
Wednesday, October 5th  
Primary III 
 
 
COLUMBUS/INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY 

 
We will acknowledge the 
discovery of North and 
South America by the 
Europeans and discuss its 
impact on the indigenous 
people who were living here 

on Monday, October 10th, 2016. 
 
 
UNITED NATIONS DAY 
 

Maria Montessori believed 
it was important for even 
very young children to 
become aware that all 
people have similar needs, 



 
but may satisfy them in different ways, 
depending on what is available to them 
within their environment.  She believed that 
imparting this information to children is 
essential if we are to evolve into a more 
accepting and peaceful species.  For that 
reason, we include “Peoples of the World” 
and “Fundamental Needs of People” 
materials in our classrooms.   
 
We also celebrate 
United Nations 
Day.  Although all 
of us now live in 
the United States 
of America, and 
many of our 
families have done so for generations, all of 
the people presently living in North America, 
aside from Native Americans, originally 
came from a different continent and followed 
customs from different countries.  
 
We will be acknowledging and enjoying the 
richness of this cultural diversity on United 
Nations Day -- Friday, October 21st at 9:30 
am.  Parents are welcome and are 
encouraged to join us.  Please note that 
this will also be a minimum day; school 
will end at 12:00 noon.  There will be no 
daycare. 
 
The celebration will be at the Foxworthy 
campus.  Children from the Leigh campus 
need to be dropped off and picked up at the 
Foxworthy campus. 
 

For United Nations Day, the 
children come to school dressed 
in the traditional garb of the 
country of one of their 
ancestors.  If you are having 
trouble coming up with a 
costume, please speak with us.  

We will help you.  All of the children need to 
wear a special costume on United Nations 
Day.  We will be learning songs, greetings, 
and phrases from each country that is 
represented.  
 

We will need music, pictures, and other 
ways to represent unique aspects of each 
country, so we need your help!!!  See your 
child’s teacher if you have artifacts, pictures 
or other items to share. 
 
Each family is expected to bring a dish to 
share for the feast following our celebration.  
We need to know what food your child will 
be bringing. There will be a sign up sheet on 
the Primary bulletin board in the lobby.  
Please indicate the name of the dish and the 
country of origin.  Make enough for 
approximately ten people and divide your 
dish into two serving portions. 
 
All food should be brought to the Foxworthy 
campus. Please remember to put your name 
on your dishes and utensils and use a 
disposable dish if it does not need to be 
warmed up. 
 
Label each dish according to the label 
attached to this newsletter.  This label needs 
to be completed for ALL dishes brought to 
school.  There will be foods containing nuts 
or other allergens – please read the labels 
carefully before serving food to your child. 
 
If you can come and help us decorate and 
prepare for the meal on Friday morning or 
clean up afterwards, we would be very 
grateful.  We will also need a few parents 
who can help with setting up tables and 
hanging posters and flags on Thursday after 
school.  Please let us know if you can help.  
Don’t forget to turn in your volunteer hours 
slip for the time that you helped! 
 
We will also need to borrow serving 
implements.  (Be sure to label all items 
brought to school.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 

We hold formal conferences 
twice a year. After six 
weeks of school, it is very 
valuable for teachers and 
new parents to touch base 
with one another. 
 

We will therefore schedule conferences for 
all new parents on Monday, October 24th.  
A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board next to your classroom door. 
 
School will be closed on this day; we will 
provide daycare for the Full Day students 
only.  
 
If we have enough staff, and you need 
daycare on that day, we may be able to 
accommodate your child.  Please check with 
the office about available space.  Because 
the daycare is reserved for Full Day 
students, you will be charged at the Full 
Day rate for that day ($96/day).  The charge 
will appear on your next statement. 
 
Since we encourage both parents to attend 
conferences, you are welcome to bring your 
child and s/he may visit with the daycare 
children during your meeting with the 
teachers for no charge.   
 
You can also reach Rebecca Keith, our 
Head-of-School, at home for a “mini” 
conference on weekday evenings between 
7:30 pm and 9:30 pm at 360-817-1772. She 
can also be reached by e-mail at 
rebecca@oneworldmontessori.org.   If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to call.  It is very important that the 
lines of communication remain open.   
 
 
HALLOWEEN 

 

On Monday, October 
31st we will celebrate 
Halloween with special 
activities in the 
morning, including 

face painting and applying nail polish.  
Please be sure to let your child’s teachers 
know if you don’t want him/her to receive 
face paint and/or nail polish. 
 

We will need donations of 
individually wrapped 
goodies: toys, rings, pencils, 
etc.  There will be a 
donation sign-up sheet on 
the Primary bulletin board 
in the lobby so that you can 
participate. 
 

Please make sure to deliver all goods by 
Tuesday, October 25th. 

 
Costumes: The children and staff will be 
coming to school in costume.  Halloween 
can be a lot of fun for children, as they love 
to dress up and make believe.  However, it 
can sometimes be frightening for a child to 
see familiar people dressed so differently.  
We would like all the children to enjoy it this 
year, so we are including an outline of our 
celebration and some guidelines we have set 
up for their costumes.  Because it is hard 
for children this age to wait, and because we 
want to be sure that the half-day children 
can participate, our celebration will be in 
the morning.  The children should come to 
school in costume, but send a change of 
clothes if they stay all day as we will be 
changing back into our normal selves after 
the party. 
 
When choosing a costume with your child, 
make sure that it is comfortable and allows 
for freedom of movement.  Make sure that it 
does not limit or obscure their field of vision. 
We do not allow masks at school, as they 
often frighten the little ones and obscure 
vision.  Weapons are also not permitted 
(even though they might seem to go with the 
costume), and will be taken.  Costumes that 
are likely to promote violent or threatening 
behavior (i.e., Superman, Spiderman) are 
also not permitted.  We also would like to 
avoid costumes of cartoon characters (i.e., 
Pocahontas, Belle).  We cannot stress this 
strongly enough!  If children come to school 



 
dressed in such costumes, we will remove 
them and give the children some other 
costume to wear.  If you are having trouble 
coming up with non-violent costumes, come 
see us, we’ll help!  
 
Be wary of costumes that tie around the 
neck; they tend to rip very easily, and if the 
cape gets caught on something, a child can 
choke.                        
 
 
OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT 
 

We have a bulletin board in 
the lobby dedicated to the 
outdoor environment.  
Please check this board 
daily to see what is 
happening in our classroom 

outside.  You will be able to check if your 
child has chosen to work outside and if 
there has been any special event or activity 
that day.  You will also be able to sign up for 
volunteer opportunities to help us keep the 
outdoor environment in good shape. 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
 

Before your child’s 
birthday, please see one of 
his/her teachers so that 
you can schedule a day to 
celebrate at school.  The 
celebrations are at 11:45 

am (except for Fridays, which are at 11:15 
am).  Parents and other family members are 
welcome to join us.  On this day, please 
send your child’s photos to school – one at 
birth and one picture for each year of 
his/her life – for a timeline. 
 
Please do not send treats to school on your 
child’s birthday.  We will provide something 
appropriate for the children.  Instead, we 
would greatly appreciate a donation of 
something for the classroom in your child’s 
honor – a book for the library, a CD of 
music, or a contribution toward the items 

on a classroom wish list.  Please see your 
child’s teacher for suggestions. 
 
 
BOOKKEEPER OFFICE HOURS 
 

Our bookkeeper, Liz 
Jamero, has new office 
hours.  She will be at the 
Foxworthy campus from 10 

am – 6 pm every school day.  Her office is 
upstairs at the Foxworthy campus, should 
you need to meet with her. 
 
 
ABSENCES AT SCHOOL 

  

We would like to remind 
you to call the school if 
your child will be absent 
for any reason.  If your 
child is ill, please be sure 
to let us know the 
diagnosis (if there is 

one), as we are required by law to distribute 
exposure notices for certain communicable 
illnesses. 
 
 
SIGNING IN AND OUT AT SCHOOL 
REMINDER 
 
Each person authorized by you to drop-off 
and pick-up your child is assigned a unique 
4-digit code.  This code MUST remain 
personal and CONFIDENTIAL in order to 
accurately identify the person picking up or 
dropping off a child.   
 
DO NOT SHARE your PIN with anyone, 
including your spouse. If you wish to add 
anyone to your list of authorized pick-up 
contacts, please see a member of the office 
staff.   
 
To protect the safety and security of your 
children, PINs will only be given in person 
after ID is checked.  It is important that you 
ask all persons authorized to drop-off or 
pick-up your child to visit the office to get 



 
their PINs prior to dropping off or picking 
up your child. 
 
 
DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP REMINDER 
 

When you drop-off and pick-up 
your child at school, please do 
not stay and visit on the 
playground.  When there are 
additional adults in the 
environment watching their own 

children, it is difficult to adequately 
supervise the rest of the children.  Also, it 
sometimes upsets the younger ones when 
they see parents on the playground and 
wonder why their parent is not here.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 
 
 
PEANUT BUTTER ALTERNATIVES 

 
Our Primary 3 classroom is a nut-
free environment this year.  There 
are alternatives to peanut butter 
at your local market -- sun butter 
and Soynut butter. 
 

We thank the parents in these classrooms 
for not sending peanut butter and tree nuts 
in their child’s lunch. 
 
 
SOILED CLOTHING/BEDDING 

 
All children have ONE 
washable tote bag to bring wet 
and soiled clothes home.  This 
bag must be washed every time 
you are taking wet clothes 
home and returned to school 

the next day.  If we do not receive it back, 
you will be charged $5 for a replacement 
bag, which will be billed on your next 
statement. 
 
All children who nap at school have ONE 
washable yellow tote bag to carry their 
bedding home every Friday.  If your child 
has an accident during the week and we 

have to send the bedding home, please 
make sure to also wash the bag. 
 
We will also provide each napping child with 
a washable, waterproof pad to use during 
nap time.  If your child has an accident 
during his/her nap, we will send it home for 
you to wash. The nap pad needs to be 
returned to school the following day.  If you 
do not return your child’s nap pad, you will 
be charged $13 for a replacement. 
 
 
PARKING LOT 
 
Please do not leave bags or anything of value 
(especially purses) in your car – even if you 
will only be in the school for a few minutes 
to pick up your child.  Although it has not 
happened recently, we unfortunately have 
had thefts in the past.   
 
 

MUSIC EXPERIENCE EXTRACURRICULAR 
PROGRAM 

 

Music Experience is the 
extracurricular vocal 
music program that is 
held on Tuesdays from 
4pm – 5pm.  We have 

limited daycare openings for school day 
children who would like to participate and 
stay at school until the class begins.  The 
daycare fee of $15 per hour will be billed to 
your Smart Tuition account. 
 
If you are interested in enrolling your school 
day child in this program, please check 
with the office before enrolling to find out 
if we have room in daycare before the 
program. 
 
 
28TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL GIFT FAIRE 

 
Visit the International 
Gift Faire to get a head 
start on holiday 
shopping while 
supporting fair trade. 



 
The International Gift Faire features unique 
handmade gifts, jewelry, home décor, coffee, 
tea, chocolate and more from Ten Thousand 
Villages and other fair trade organizations.  
  
As one of the world's largest fair trade 
organizations, Ten Thousand Villages strives 
to  improve the livelihood of disadvantaged 
artisans in more than 30 countries 
throughout Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
the Middle East.   
  
Friday, October 14th, 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

Saturday, October 15th, 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
  

Lincoln Glen Fellowship Hall 
2700 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125  

 
 
A NOTE OF APPRECIATION   

 
Leigh:  
Thank you to the Bianchi, Brown, Buck, 
Duvvuri, Feng, Katta, Khanna, Maigret, 
Salyards-Dawbin, Shah, and Vu families for 
helping with the packing, clean up, moving, 
unpacking, and unloading.   
 
A big thank you to the Foxworthy staff, and 
especially Jill, for their help and support. 
 
Thank you to the Yi and Hsu families from 
the Foxworthy campus for responding to the 
call for help. 
 
Thank you to the staff husbands who did 
not know what it would mean over the years 
(not just for the move) when they married 
into the One World family.  We are also 
grateful to the adult children of staff 
members who gave back to their childhood 
community by helping with our move. 
 

Thank you to the Sundaresan and Dholakia 
families who came back to One World to 
help with the move.  What a boost of energy 
and joy their presence gave us. 
 
And finally, thank you to the Buck and Feng 
families for their generous cash donation to 
help make our new environment more 
special. 
 
We cannot imagine what we would have 
done without you! 
 
Foxworthy: 
Thank you to Gioia Ingram for donating the 
Native American story books to the Primary 
classroom libraries and to the Vo family for 
donating the delicious lumpia for the 
children and staff to enjoy. 

 
 
NOVEMBER PREVIEW 
  
Friday, November 4, 2016:  Diwali 
celebration 
 
Tuesday, November 8, 2016:  Parent 
Information Meeting at Leigh campus.  
Topic: Discipline. 
 
Friday, November 11, 2016:  Veterans’ 
Day.  No school. No daycare. 
 
Thursday and Friday, November 17 and 
18, 2016:  Parent-Teacher conferences for 
returning students.  No school.  Daycare for 
the Full Day students only. 
 
Wednesday, November 23, 2016:  
Thanksgiving feast.  Minimum day.  School  
ends at 12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
 
Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 
25, 2016:  Thanksgiving break.  No school.  
No daycare. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

One World Montessori School 

UN Day Feast 

October 21, 2016 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divide dish into two serving portions.   

Complete and attach to each dish. 
 

 

______________________________ 
Country 

_____________________________________ 
Dish 

This dish contains: Serving instructions:  

□ meat □ eggs □ main course 

□ nuts   □ chickpeas □ dessert 

□ dairy  □ wheat, barley, rye □ appetizer  

□ soy   □ sesame seeds □ serve warm  

    

Please return dish to:__________________________ 
 

 

 

______________________________ 
Country 

_____________________________________ 
Dish 

This dish contains: Serving instructions:  

□ meat □ eggs □ main course 

□ nuts  □ chickpeas □ dessert 

□ dairy  □ wheat, barley, rye □ appetizer  

□ soy  □ sesame seeds □ serve warm  

    

Please return dish to:__________________________ 



 
 


