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NOVEMBER 2018 PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 

 
 
EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN NOVEMBER 2018 
November 1, 2018: Speech and language screenings 
November 2, 2018: Performance by Four Directions, Native American dancer 
November 5, 2018: Speech and language screenings 
November 8, 2018: North America Immersion Day 
November 9, 2018: Diwali celebration 
November 12, 2018: Veterans’ Day.  No school.  No daycare. 
November 13 - 15, 2018: Parent-Teacher conferences for returning students.  No school. Daycare  
    only for Full Day students. 
November 21, 2018: Thanksgiving feast.  Minimum day.  School ends at 12:00 noon.  No daycare. 
November 22 - 23, 2018: Thanksgiving holiday.  No school.  No daycare. 
 
 
FREE SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
SCREENINGS 
 

Nicole Cavalea, MS, CCC/SLP of 
Strategies for Success will be 
here in the mornings of 
Thursday, November 1st and 
Monday, November 5th  to give 
free speech and 

language screenings for children in both 
primary classrooms. The screenings will let 
you know if your child needs further 
assessment and/or treatment in the following 
areas: articulation (sound development); oral 
motor (muscle strengthening due to low tone, 
or muscle weakness); working memory; 
expressive language organization and 
development; auditory processing; and 
phonological awareness (early reading skills).   
 
If you would like your child to participate, 
please complete the permission slip that you 
will find in her/his hanging folder and return 
it to the office before Thursday, November 
1st.  Nicole will not provide this service without 
your written consent.  
 

FOUR DIRECTIONS AMERICAN INDIAN DANCE 

 
On Friday, November 
2nd, we will enjoy “Dances 
from the American Plains” 
as part of our study of 
North America. 
 

Native dancing and music represent a beautiful 
expression of Native American heritage.  It is one of 
the most meaningful ways in which such heritage is 
presented to contemporary society, Indian and non-
Indian alike.  Every song, dance and gesture 
illustrates a part of Native American heritage as a 
people with roots in the distant past.  Through the 
singing, dancing, drumming, and colorful regalia, 
the spiritual and symbolic aspects of humanity are 
reenacted.  Although many of the dances are social, 
they are also steeped in spiritual significance. 

 
 

NORTH AMERICA STUDIES 
 
During the month of November, 
we will be working with materials 
related to the continent of North 
America.  We encourage you to 



engage your children in conversation, reading, 
and doing cultural activities related to North 
America and the countries associated with it.  
These include Greenland, Canada, United 
States of America, Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Panama, Cuba, Jamaica, Bahamas, the Virgin 
Islands, Dominican Republic, Haiti and Puerto 
Rico. 
 
Looking at maps, eating new foods, listening 
to music, and discussing plants and animals 
from these countries will create a better 
understanding of what makes this continent 
unique. 
 
A reading list of relevant books will be made 
available for you to source at your local 
library. 
 
 
NORTH AMERICA IMMERSION DAY 

 
On Thursday, November 8th, 
we will have our North America 
Immersion Day. 
 
The following parents have 
already signed up to help: 

 
Presentation   Provide food 
Moni Hanneman  Lisa Britz 
Tracy Patel   Kasia Grobelny 
Sachlene Singh  Anjie Hasmukh 
Blanca Maktal  Alexandra Ojeda 
 
Please contact your child’s teacher as soon as 
possible to confirm your availability.  We 
would also appreciate assistance anyone may 
be able to offer with Native American recipes, 
artifacts, pictures or slides.  If you will be 
bringing food, please let us know what you 
will be bringing. 
 
 
DIWALI  
 

We will be celebrating the 
Indian festival Diwali on 
Friday, November 9th.  
This is the first of several 
“Festivals of Light” which 
we will be acknowledging 

this year.  
 
 

Diwali comes from the 
Sanskrit word Dipawali 
which translates as “row 
of lights”.  Festivities 
begin with the lighting of 
lamps on the night of the 
new moon in the month of 
Kartika (October-
November).  The 
celebration throughout 

the country continues for at least two or three 
days.  In some areas it may last as many as 
ten days.  It also marks the end of autumn 
and the beginning of the winter season in 
India.   
 
The origins of Diwali are obscured in folklore 
and legend.  Some say it commemorates the 
return of Rama and his bride, Sita, to his 
throne at Ayodhya after a fourteen-year exile.  
Others believe it marks Krishna’s destruction 
of Narakasura, the demon of filth.  Still others 
trace its beginnings to the freeing of Lakshmi, 
the goddess of wealth, from prison in the 
Nether World.  In Bengal, some interpret it as 
a time to honor the goddess Kali. 
 

In any case, every household 
marks the occasion by 
illuminating interiors, courtyards, 
outer walls, roofs, gates and 
gardens with lights, as if to show 
the way for any or all of these 

mythic travelers.   
 
Traditionally, the lights were tiny lamps called 
dipas.  Though many people continue to make 
dipas, candles and electric lights are also 
used.  Homes are cleaned from top to bottom 
and decorated with garlands of brightly 
colored flowers.   
 
Birds and flower designs 
called kolams or rangoli are 
made with colored rice flour 
on the doorsteps.  People 
dress in their finest clothes, 
have wonderful feasts and 
visit friends and relatives.  In 
the evening, prayers and offerings are given at 
the family altar and the lamps are lit. 
 
Our Indian families are putting together 
wonderful entertainment for the children’s 
enjoyment at both campuses and will also 
help us create rangoli and paint mehndi on 
the children’s hands.  Mehndi is the 



traditional art of painting the hands, feet or 
body with a paste made from the powdered, 
dried leaves of the henna plant.  Please be 
sure to let your child’s teachers know if you 
don’t want him/her to have his/her hands 
painted with henna. 
 
The children will enjoy a traditional Indian 
meal for lunch, so it is not necessary to send a 
lunch to school on this day.  Note that we will 
not be ordering pizza. 
 

 

VETERANS’ DAY 
 

The school will be closed on 
Monday, November 12th, to 
honor Veteran’s Day.  There 
will be no school and no 
daycare. 
 

 
 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 

All parents are required to 
attend two parent-teacher 
conferences each year.  
Tuesday - Thursday, 
November 13th - 15th will 
be parent-teacher 
conference days for 

returning students.  New parents already had 
their initial conferences in October.  
 
Sign-up sheets are posted next to your 
classroom door.  If you have a returning 
student, please be sure to sign-up!   
 
All parents should note: 
There will be no school on all three 
conference days.  We will provide daycare 
for the Full Day students only. 
 
Since we encourage both parents to attend 
conferences, you are welcome to bring your 
child and s/he may visit with the daycare 
children during your meeting with the 
teachers for no charge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 
 

We will be celebrating 
Thanksgiving at school on 
Wednesday, November 
21st.  Each year the 
children prepare all the 
food necessary for the 
feast.   
 
We also need parents to 
boil/mash potatoes and 
boil corn; please sign-up to 
help on the sign-up sheets 

that will be posted on the Primary bulletin 
board. 
 
Children need to BRING AN APRON ON 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, so that they 
may help cook. Please label aprons 
accordingly.   
 
Half day children will also be helping to 
prepare food and are welcome to stay for the 
celebration on Wednesday, which will begin at 
11:00 am.  Parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend, as well.  
 
Wednesday is a minimum day.  School ends 
at 12:00 pm.  School will be closed 
Thursday and Friday November 22nd and 
23rd.  There will be no daycare. 

 
 

ONE WORLD MONTESSORI COOKBOOK 
 
Did you enjoy all the 
delicious dishes at our 
United Nations Day 
potluck? Would you like 
to try cooking new 
international food? The 
One World cookbook is a 
great way to try new 
recipes from around the 
world and help support 
our school. 

This cookbook features recipes submitted by 
One World Montessori families who chose to 
share their favorite drinks, appetizers, main 
courses and desserts from their native 
countries. The book makes a great holiday gift 
or memento from your child's days at One 
World. All proceeds from the sale of this book 
go directly to One World Montessori School.  



This wonderful collection of beloved family 
recipes is available for sale in the office for 
$28.  
 
 

PRIMARY 4 WISH LIST 
 

The Primary 4 classroom has a 
wish list posted on their bulletin 
board.  If you would like to 
donate something in honor of 

your child’s birthday, a holiday, or “just 
because,” please check the wish list first.  Any 
donations are greatly appreciated!!! 
 
 
ANNUAL DONATIONS 

 
Families are required to donate 
$500 per school year.  If you 
would like to claim any portion 
of your annual donation on 
your 2018 tax return, we must 

receive it before December 14th, 2018.  Should 
you wish to donate in 2019, a minimum of 
$250 is due by January 31st, 2019.  The 
remaining amount can be donated any time 
before the end of May 2019. 
 
We are so grateful for the matching gifts we 
get from our parents' employers. More and 
more companies now have outside vendors 
that process your donations and require you 
to make your donation to them and then they 
will send the school your donation along with 
the matching portion.  This process takes 
time.  Now is the time to check with your 
company and see if they match and what the 
process is.  Remember that your donation, 
whether you make it directly to the school or 
through your company, is due by the end of 
May to be acknowledged for this school year. 
Any donations received after that date will be 
applied to the next school year. 
 
 
SCHOOL PICK-UPS AT 3:00 PM 

 
As most of our children are picked up from 
school at 3:00 pm, the lobby can get quite 
congested around this time.  Please help us 
keep the area clear by leaving promptly after 
picking up your child.  If you need to speak 
with another parent or your child, please do 
so after you have left the school building. 
 

FREE ONE WORLD COOKBOOK 
 
On what date will we acknowledge Hanukkah 
in December?  The answer is found in this 
newsletter, so please read it thoroughly!  
 
The first two people to send an e-mail to the 
office – office@oneworldmontessori.org – with 
the correct answer will win one “Around the 
World in 40 Recipes” One World Montessori 
cookbook. 

 

PRIMARY WINTER SHOW 
 
Please mark your calendars!  
Our Primary winter 
performance will be on 
Friday, December 7th at 10 
am.  This is a regular school 
day; however, you are 

welcome to take your children home after the 
show or you may leave them at school to 
participate in their regular afternoon 
activities, if they are enrolled (Marvegos, Little 
Movers, or Hot Shots). 
 
 
HELP INCREASE ENROLLMENT – 
WRITE A REVIEW 
 

The majority of our 
new enrollments come 
from parent referrals 
and Internet 

recommendations/listings, so you play a 
critical role in maintaining our enrollment. 
 
Please take the time to offer one positive 
review about your experience at One World at 
one or more of the following websites: 
 

www.greatschools.org 
www.yelp.com 
www.google.com 
 
 

FOR SMALL HANDS FUNDRAISER 
 

Designed to encourage and support young 
children at home, For Small Hands was 



created by a teacher at the request of other 
teachers. This family resource catalog is filled 
with hundreds of age-appropriate, child-size 
items that encourage independence, creativity, 
and problem-solving, and it offers an 
opportunity to support One World obtain 
needed classroom materials, should you 
choose to place an order.  Catalogs will be 
distributed in your hanging file in the next few 
days. 
 
One World will receive 10% in merchandise 
credit for any individual order over $25 if our 
school ID number, 116284, is provided when 
orders are placed. This special promotion ends 
on December 31st, but we recommend you 
place orders by December 7th to guarantee 
holiday delivery if you are ordering gifts.  
 
 
PENNIES FOR PEACE UPDATE 

 
In conjunction with our 
International Day of Peace 
observance in September, 
we are pleased to have 
collected $31 for Pennies 
for Peace™, a service-
learning program of Central 
Asia Institute (CAI). CAI 

provides community based education in 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Afghanistan, and 
supports education and schools for girls and 
young women. 
 
Here in the US, a few pennies aren't much. 
But in these countries, a few pennies can give 
a girl the opportunity to buy supplies to 
attend school. We are proud to support 
organizations that help educate children of 
impoverished communities so that they have 
hope for a better future.  We also feel it is 
essential for our children to have the 
opportunity to be of service to others less 
fortunate than themselves. 
 
 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
 
Remember that each 
family is required to 
volunteer 15 hours 
per school year or 
opt-out for $15 per 

hour. It is your responsibility to submit the 
“Volunteer Hours” form signed by a teacher to 

the office.  Forms are available in the lobby.  If 
you helped during the United Nations Day or 
Halloween celebrations, make sure to turn in 
your form as soon as possible. 
 
 
SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  

 
We will once again 
participate in the food 
drive sponsored by the 
Second Harvest Food 

Bank.  We will collect food starting Thursday, 
November 1st.  All kinds of non-perishable 
foods are welcome (powered milk, peanut 
butter, canned meat, tuna, cereals, soups, 
meals in a can (stew or chili), canned fruits in 
natural juices, 100% fruit juices, canned foods 
with pop-top lids).  Please get your children 
involved in helping those less fortunate.  We 
are committed to helping our community’s 
hungry families during this holiday season.   
 
Second Harvest also offers a Virtual Food 
Drive for those who cannot go shopping or 
carry heavy things. To donate through the 
Virtual Food Drive, go to: 
https://www.shfb.org/give-help/donate-
funds/ 
 
Thank you for forwarding this information to 
anybody you can think of who might be  
interested in participating in a virtual food 
drive. 
 
 
A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
 

 
 
A very special thank you goes to Fabiana 
Prabhakar for organizing and heading the 
entire UN Day potluck and to Dia Clarance, 
Pratibha Bhasin, Amit Patel, Suma Bokkar 
and Ivana Lukacova for heading the set-up, 
serving and clean-up committees.  It was an 
incredible team effort!!!!!!! We couldn’t have 
done it without you!!   
 
Thanks to all the parents who participated in 
our United Nations Day celebration by 
donating food, setting up, serving, and 
cleaning up, especially: Jeanne Butler, Shiva 



Davaryar, Moni Hanneman, Olimpia Kaniak, 
Vedanth Makarikoppa, Satish Maktal, Smruti 
Mukund, Aditya Ramachandran, Sruti 
Ramnath, Adelina Rodriguez, Vania Soraia 
Duarte Soares, Yuanyuan Tian, and Parag 
Vaishampayan. 
 
We apologize if we forgot to mention everyone 
– your hard work does not go unnoticed!! 
 
 
Leigh  
Thank you to all the parents and older 
siblings who folded many origami cranes for 
International Peace Day.  We love the aerial 
decoration in the hallway.  Thanks to the 
Akce, Lin and Rao families for their donation 
towards the OEIP in honor of Hanna’s 5th, 
Saira’s 4th and Ryan’s 3rd birthday. 
 
 
Foxworthy 
Thanks to Lisa Britz, Mike Chu, Lisa 
Claindoux, Dia Clarance, Lourdes Cid, 
Kathryn Cooper, Shiva Davaryar, Janki 
Dubal, Sophie Dumas, Kristina Hannan, 
Megumi Hottori-Figi, Anjie Hasmukh, Solange 
Indaco, Max Maidee, Blanca Maktal, 
Alexandra Ojeda, Riju Parakh, Darshinee 
Patel, Sruti Ramnath, Meera Sangaramoorthy, 
Sachlene Singh, Vania Soraia Duarte Soares, 
Kimberly Thai, and Sisi Xing for donating the 
goody bag treats for Halloween.  Thank you to 
the Ramnath/Ramachandran family for their 
donation of the puzzle and to the Harold 
family for donating 2 books in honor of 
Lennon’s birthday.  Thanks to the Quan 
family for bringing the delicious persimmons 
for the staff to enjoy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER PREVIEW 
 
Monday, December 3, 2018: Hanukkah 
acknowledged 
 
Friday, December 7, 2018 Winter 
performance 
 
Friday, December 14, 2018 Christmas 
acknowledged.  Minimum Day.  School ends 
at 12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
 
December 17, 2018 to January 1, 2019: 
Winter break.  No school.  No daycare.  School 
will resume Wednesday, January 2, 2019. 
 
 


