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DECEMBER 2018 PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
 
 
EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN DECEMBER 2018 
Monday, December 3, 2018: Hanukkah acknowledged 
Friday, December 7, 2018: Holiday performance 
Friday, December 14, 2018: Last day of school before the winter break.  Minimum day.  School  
 ends at 12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
Monday, December 17, 2018 - Tuesday, January 1, 2019: Winter break. No school.  No daycare. 
 
 
HANUKKAH 

 
Hanukkah will be acknowledged 
on Monday, December 3rd.  We 
will prepare latkes with apple  
sauce for all the children to enjoy. 
 

 
 
HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE 
 

On Friday, December 7th, we 
will have our annual holiday 
performance. This year’s 
program will be a medley of 
holiday songs entitled “A Trip 
Down Winter Lane.”  
 
The children should come to 
school dressed in their 

costumes by 8:30 am.  The show will start at 
10:00 am and last about 60 minutes. 
 
Friday, December 7th is a regular school day; 
however, you are welcome to take your 
children home after the show or you may leave 
them at school to participate in their regular  
 
 

 
 
 
 
afternoon activities.  We will be ordering pizza 
on this day. 
 
Please watch your e-mail and hanging folders 
for additional information and reminders 
about the performance as the date 
approaches. 
 
We will need a few parents to help remove the 
stage extension after the performance. 
 
There will be no videotaping allowed during 
the event.  If you wish to purchase a DVD of 
the performance, you need to preorder it.  
Order forms have been distributed in each 
student’s hanging folder and more are 
available in the office.  Order forms and 
payment must be turned in to the office by 
Wednesday, December 5th.  DVDs will not be 
sold after the performance. 
 
 
HOLIDAY PARTY 

 
On Friday, December 14th, 
the last day of school before 
the winter break, we will 



acknowledge Christmas with a special holiday 
meal. Parents do not need to send a lunch to 
school that day.  We will need parent 
volunteers to help clean-up at 12:00 pm. 
 
This is also a minimum day.  School ends at 
12:00 pm and there will be no daycare except 
for those staying to help clean up. 
 
 
WINTER BREAK 

 
Winter break will be from 
Monday, December 17th – 
Tuesday, January 1st.  
Please note that there will be 
no school and no daycare 
during these days.  School 
will resume on Wednesday, 

January 2nd, 2019.  
 
 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
 

This holiday season we 
are doing a fundraiser for 
Heifer International.  We 
are doing this fundraiser 
in lieu of a gift exchange 
between the children in 

the Primary classrooms.  We feel that all of 
our children are very lucky, have many toys, 
and will benefit more from learning about 
sharing with the most needy of us. 

 
Heifer International’s mission is to increase 
sustainable development and end world 
hunger and poverty.  Through gifts of livestock 
and training, Heifer International provides 
long-term development through economic 
independence, rather than short-term relief.  
More information on the organization can be 
found at http://www.heifer.org. 
  
We will be collecting donations through  
December 14th.  After we return from the 
winter break, the children will learn how 
much money has been raised, and will decide 
on an animal or animals to give a family in a 
developing country.  If you’d like to find out 
more about the animal gifts the children can 
choose from, and the benefits those gifts will 
provide, please view the Animal Friends videos 
from Heifer International on our web 
site: https://oneworldmontessori.org/we-
care/heifer-international/ 

Donation checks may be made payable to 
OWM; we will collect funds and issue a single 
check to Heifer International.  We thank you 
for your support. 
 
 
ONE WORLD MONTESSORI COOKBOOK 

 
The One World 
Montessori cookbook 
makes a great holiday 
gift or memento from 
your child's days at One 
World.  This cookbook 
features recipes 
submitted by One World 
Montessori families who 
chose to share their 
favorite drinks, 

appetizers, main courses and desserts from 
their native countries. All proceeds from the 
sale of this book go directly to One World 
Montessori School. 
 
Cookbooks are $24.59 plus shipping and can 
be ordered here: 
http://www.blurb.com/b/6701583-around-
one-world-in-40-recipes  
 
 
REMINDER ABOUT SIGNING IN/OUT 

 
As you use the touch screen 
to sign your child(ren) in/out 
each day, please verify that 
your child’s name appears 
before touching the “OK” 
button.  It is very easy to 

transpose some numbers in your PIN and 
accidentally sign in or out another child if you 
are in a hurry. 
 

 
SAFETY AND SUPERVISION IN THE LOBBY 

 
Children may check themselves 
in and out on the checklist 
next to the classroom door, but 
must be supervised by you if 
allowed to do this. 

Also, we want our building to remain secure 
so that we keep everyone safe.  Please do not 
hold the door open for someone unless you 
recognize him/her as a parent of a child at 
school.  If you see someone knocking on the 



door, feel free to get a staff member; do not 
open the door yourself. 
 
 
VOLUNTEER HOURS 
 

Please remember to turn in a 
volunteer hours slip if you helped 
at any of our recent events -- 
United Nations Day, Halloween, 
Diwali, or Thanksgiving. Forms are 
available in the lobby; please 
complete the form, have one of 
your child’s teachers sign it, and 

turn it into the office.  You will not receive 
credit for any volunteer hours you complete 
unless the signed slip is received by the office. 
 
 
DONATIONS DUE 
 

We would like to thank those 
of you who have already 
turned in your annual 
donations; your support is 
wonderful and vital!  If you 
have not yet made your yearly 
$500 donation, we want to 

remind you that this year, we would greatly 
appreciate receiving all or at least half of the 
total donation by December 14th if at all 
possible.  Increasing our cash flow at this time 
is a high priority for us. Thank you in advance 
for your assistance.  
 
Don’t forget that many companies offer 
matching donations.  Please check with your 
employer and submit your match request to 
make your donation dollars reach farther! 
 
 
FRIDAY PIZZA 

We would like to remind you that we 
place our pizza order every Friday at 

9:30 am.  We cannot guarantee 
that we will have any extra slices 

if you order after 9:30 am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE HOUR OF DAYCARE  
 
What is the name of this year’s holiday show?  
The answer is found in this newsletter, so 
please read it thoroughly!  
 
The first two people to send an e-mail to the 
office – office@oneworldmontessori.org – with 
the correct answer will win one free hour of 
daycare for one child or a credit of one hour of 
volunteer time.  Winners who select daycare 
must make arrangements to use their hour 
ahead of time with the Office Manager. 
 
 
VIDEO OF THE UN DAY CELEBRATION 
 

If you took a video of our 
beautiful United Nations Day 
celebration and are willing to 
share with other parents, please 
let the office know. 
 
 
 

 
UNCLAIMED CONTAINERS FROM UN DAY 
 

We still have a few unclaimed 
containers from the UN Day 
potluck.  If you are missing 
something, please contact the office 
immediately.  If these items are not 
claimed by December 1st, we will 
donate them to Goodwill. 

 
 
FOR SMALL HANDS FUNDRAISER 
 

Designed to encourage and support young 
children at home, For Small Hands was 
created by a teacher at the request of other 
teachers. This family resource catalog is filled 
with hundreds of age-appropriate, child-sized 
items that encourage independence, creativity, 
and problem-solving, and it offers an 
opportunity to support One World obtain 
needed classroom materials, should you 
choose to place an order.  Catalogs have been 
distributed in your hanging folders. 
One World will receive 10% in merchandise 
credit of any individual order over $25 if our 



school ID number, 116284, is provided when 
orders are placed. This special promotion ends 
on December 31st, but we recommend you 
place orders by December 7th to guarantee 
holiday delivery if you are ordering gifts.  
 
 
SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  

 
We are once again 
participating in the food 
drive sponsored by the 
Second Harvest Food Bank.  

All kinds of non-perishable foods are welcome 
(powered milk, peanut butter, canned meat, 
tuna, cereals, soups, meals in a can (stew or 
chili), canned fruits in natural juices, 100% 
fruit juices, canned foods with pop-top lids).  
Please get your children involved in helping 
those less fortunate.  We are committed to 
helping our community’s hungry families 
during this holiday season.   
 
Second Harvest also offers a Virtual Food 
Drive for those who cannot go shopping or 
carry heavy things. To donate through the 
Virtual Food Drive, go to: 
https://www.shfb.org/give-help/donate-
funds/ 
 
Thank you for forwarding this information to 
anybody you can think of who might be  
interested in participating in a virtual food 
drive. 
 
 
HELP SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL WHILE 
YOU SHOP 

 
As you shop for holiday gifts, 
please consider shopping with the 
merchants listed below.  One 
World receives a percentage of 
any designated purchases. 
 

  
Amazon 

Please use the link on our 
homepage to order any item 
from the Amazon.com web 

site. One World Montessori receives 5% of any 
purchase made through this link and 15% of 
the purchase of some Montessori books. 
If you also designate “One World Montessori, 
San Jose” as your charity through the Amazon 

Smile program, we will receive an additional 
.5% of your purchase. 
 
Hicklebee’s Bookstore 

 
Each time you shop at 
Hicklebee’s children’s bookstore 
in downtown Willow Glen, 
please let them know to credit 
One World Montessori School.  
For every $200 spent by One 
World families, they will send 

us a coupon for $10 off our next purchase. 
 
 
REDUCING WRAPPING PAPER WASTE 
 
During the winter holidays (roughly from 
Thanksgiving to New Year's Day), Americans 
generate an additional five million tons of 
trash, four million of which is wrapping paper 
and shopping bags.  Here are some ideas for 
reducing your waste during this time: 

Recycle Your Own Packaging: Reuse paper, 
boxes, gift bags, ribbons, and bows.  You can 
also repurpose other colorful paper items—
think comics pages, takeout menus, maps, old 
drawings and photocopies, pages from 
coloring books or old calendar pages.  You can 
also decorate brown paper bags or the back of 
birthday gift wrap. 

Use Biodegradable or Sustainable Wrapping 
Paper: Biodegradable paper is made to break 
down easily in landfills, but it can also be 
composted.  Sustainable wrapping paper is 
made from non-tree sources such as bamboo 
or hemp that can be grown easily and have a 
low impact on the environment. 

Wrap Gifts in Another Gift: Sweatshirts or 
sweaters, backpacks, blankets, towels, 
aprons, even the reusable cloth bags from the 
grocery store are all good options. 

Wrap Gifts in Fabric: Either wrap a gift in a 
large piece of fabric to be reused by 
a crafty person, or make or 
purchase reusable fabric gift bags to 
hold gifts. A holiday dish towel also 
makes a great gift wrap. 

 

 



A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

 
 
 
Thanks to Lisa Britz for bringing the wild rice 
for the children to taste on North America 
Immersion Day and to the Vedanth family for 
donating the doll from Belgium for Primary 3’s 
cultural shelves.  Thank you to the Sun/Yu 
family for bringing in the delicious truffles for 
the staff to enjoy. 
 
Halloween: 

Thank you to Carlo Bulan, Nicole Calandra, 
Dia Clarance, Kathryn Cooper, Susan 
Donahue, Jeannie Entin, Sarah Giacomotto, 
Yara Goularte, Scott and Kristina Hannan, 
Goshia Hernik, Anusha Nagubadi, Kingsley 
Quan, Vania Soraia Duarte Soares, and 
Montse Suarez for helping during our 
Halloween party. 
 
Diwali: 

Thank you to Pratibha Bhasin for organizing 
the celebration that our children and staff 
enjoyed.  Thanks to the Annam/Sandra family 
for donating the clothes for the children to 
wear.  Thanks to the following parents for 
cooking, serving, storytelling, applying henna 
designs and/or helping during our festive 
celebration: Shyla Balasubramanian, Pratibha 
Bhasin, Harini Chakravarthy, Janki Dubal, 
Anjie Hasmukh, Anusha Nagubadi, Yogi 
Narayan, Shriya Paramkusam, Darshinee 
Patel, Deepa Puranam, Veena Sandra, and 
Badri Varadarajan. 
 
Thanksgiving: 

Thanks to the following families who helped 
prepare the food for our Thanksgiving feast: 
Balasubramanian/Ramgopal, Che/Shi, 
Chu/Tian, Cid Monteiro/Revilla Dominguez, 
Clarance, Davaryar/Ighani, Dodda/Nagubadi, 
Entin, Garduno/Ojeda, Giacomotto, Green, 
Grobelny, Hanneman, Hattori/Figi, 
Ibars/Suarez, Maidee, Nguyen, 
Paramkusam/Kavalapara, Patel/Shah, Soraia 
Duarte Soares/Victor Goncalves Soares, Thai, 
Yu/Lee, Wang/Nielson-Cole, and Zurek. 
 
Thanks to Goshia Hernik and Arjeta Lati for 
cooking the turkeys and to the Hannan family 

for doing all the food shopping. 
 
Thank you to the many parents who set-up 
the fellowship hall, served the food, cleaned-
up after the feast, and washed the tablecloths 
-– we would not be able to have such a special 
celebration without the help of all the parents. 
 
 
January Preview: 
 
January 2, 2019: Welcome back to school 
 
January 9, 2019: Peace lessons begin 
 
January 10, 2019: Elementary I open house 
at the Pearl campus 
 
January 14 - 15, 2019: Speech screenings 
 
January 15, 2019: Parent Information 
Meeting: Peace Curriculum 
 
January 17, 2019: South America Immersion 
Day.  Performance by ADABA Capoeira 
 
January 18, 2019: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
presentation.  Minimum day.  School ends at 
12:00 pm.  No daycare. 
 
January 21, 2019: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birthday.  No school and no daycare. 
 
January 26, 2019: Open house at Foxworthy 
campus 
 
January 28, 2019: Performance by Chamber 
Music by the Bay 
 
January 31, 2019: Visit by “For Goodness 
Snakes” 
 
 


